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AGENDA FOR THE
ENGLEWOOD CITY COUNCIL
- EXECUTIVE SESSIONS/STUDY SESSION
MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2013

\Y

Executive Sessions
At 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Conference, City Council will discuss a real
estate negotiation matter (Larry Miller site) pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402-4(a) and

).

Englewood Light Rail Corridor Plan Review
At 6:45 p.m. in the Community Room, Community Development Director Alan
White will discuss the Englewood Light Rail Corridor Plan Review.

RTD Options |
Deputy City Manager Mike Flaherty will discuss RTD Parking and Station
Options.

City Manager’s Choice
A, Residential Fire Sprinklers

City Attorney’s Choice
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Memorandum \ ’

City Manager’s Office

TO: Mayor Penn and Members of City Council
THROUGH: Gary Sears, City Manager

FROM: Michael Flaherty, Deputy City Manager
DATE: May 30, 2013

SUBJECT: RTD Parking and Station Options

The Englewood Station Area Master Plan (STAMP), which will be presented during the City
Council Study Session on June 3, addresses RTD parking in Englewood and the proposed Bates
Station, both of which were included in the RTD FasTracks plan. These options have been
discussed internally by City Council and with representatives of RTD since the passage of
FasTracks in 2004. The following provides the status of each of these elements, including
recommendations of the STAMP and future options that City staff has discussed on a
preliminary basis with RTD staff.

Parking: Englewood RTD Parking Expansion.

The FasTracks plan includes 440 new RTD parking spaces in Englewood. A prior plan for the
extension of the north surface parking lot over the open channel of Little Dry Creek was initially
designed and engineered and was placed in the 2012 RTD budget. The budget for this project
was approximately $5 million, for which RTD expended over $300,000 for planning, permitting
and engineering services. However, the plan was rejected by Englewood City Council due to
citizen concerns. There are no current plans in place nor are funds budgeted for RTD parking in
Englewood.

The STAMP identifies two sites adjacent to the Oxford Station area for potential future RTD
parking. While the STAMP provides for a long-term view of 20-30 years, the sites identified are
both existing industrial uses (Meadow Gold and Sam’s Automotive) with no immediate plans for
relocation by either. However, other properties to the south of Oxford on the east side of Navajo
Street are currently on the market and could be available for purchase by RTD. RTD has not
budgeted FasTracks funds now or in the near future for parking in Englewood. Furthermore,
RTD acquiring property adjacent to the Oxford Station for parking would remove these
properties from the City tax rolls and preclude future transit-oriented development on these sites.
Last October, City Council approved rezoning of the Martin Plastics site for residential
redevelopment. A second rezoning is in process for the Elsey property immediately south of the
Martin Plastics, also for residential development. The available parcels near Oxford Station
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could provide opportunity for additional private development. Our experience with RTD parking
at CityCenter Englewood has shown that parking provides, at best, marginal economic benefit.

Bates Light Rail Station

The FasTracks plan provides for a light rail station in Englewood adjacent to West Bates Avenue
and Galapago Street. However, FasTracks funding of the station was limited to one-third of the
cost with the remaining two-thirds conditioned on funding by the City of Englewood and/or the
developer of the General Iron Works (GIW) site. The estimated cost of Bates Station, most
recently provided by RTD in 2010, is in excess of $15 million. The schedule for station
construction is uncertain at this time, but is not anticipated until near the end of the overall
FasTracks project, possibly 20-30 years from now, and is subject to City/developer funding.

The Winslow family, owners of the GIW site, has secured a P.U.D. both for GIW and their
family business property to the south. Bryant Winslow stated that development of the GIW site is
not dependent on a light rail station being built and has further stated that the cost of any portion
of the light rail station cannot be supported with the development of the site. Winslow plans to
move forward with development of GIW without the prospect of a light rail station, and is
currently reviewing an offer from a residential developer. The ability of the City to fund two-
thirds of the cost of the light rail station is doubtful. '

Alternative Options
Parking

While the addition of 440 Englewood parking spaces is included in the FasTracks plan, RTD
may consider options other than development of new parking facilities. Those options include
the following:

e . Leasing of parking spaces — Parking for RTD patrons (approximately 50 spaces) has been
made available at the Cushing Park parking lot. A formal agreement with RTD could be
pursued. In addition, lease of spaces under the control of Weingarten Realty or Wal-Mart
could possibly be arranged.

e Development of parking facilities elsewhere on the southwest corridor — While possible,
no other locations have been identified, nor are there any obvious locations to
accommodate RTD parking. :

e Reduction of some or even all of the 440 spaces from the FasTracks plan — With future
light rail expansions and changes in housing and transportation patterns, particularly
among millennials, the need for parking may decrease over time.

If leasing or reduction of RTD parking is possible and agreeable to Englewood and RTD,
FasTracks funding for this purpose might be available for alternative uses to provide transit-
related improvements that better benefit Englewood — see below.
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Bates Station

Given the potentially prohibitive cost of Bates Station and the fact that the GIW development is
likely to proceed without a station, RTD, with the agreement of City Council, may consider
elimination of Bates Station from the FasTracks plan and use of funding for alternative uses.
Combined with the savings that might be realized from leasing or elimination of RTD parking,
alternative public improvements could be pursued — examples as follows:

e Pedestrian/bike connections — Bike/pedestrian bridges at Oxford, Hampden, and/or
Dartmouth to serve the two current stations and facilitate a trail connection through the
City, i.e., the “Rail Trail” proposed in the STAMP.

e Transit connections — New or expanded shuttle or the re-routing of existing RTD lines to
better serve development at GIW/Winslow and other future developments in the City as
they occur.

e Improvements to the Englewood Station — Expanded platform sheltering or enclosure.

With the concurrence of City Council, staff is prepared to explore possible changes to the
original FasTracks plan and look for alternative public improvements that will better benefit
Englewood.



F o E D EP R T ENT
MEMORANDUM
TO: Gary Sears, City Manager
THROUGH: Richard Petau, Interim Fire Chief
FROM: Lance Smith, Chief Building Official
DATE: May 30, 2013 _
SUBJECT: 2012 International Residential Code (IRC) — Automatic Fire Sprinkler
Systems

The 2012 IRC was adopted in July 2011, included in this code were requirements for Fire
Sprinkler Systems in one and two-family residential occupancies. Early surveys indicated
support for these requirements in Denver and other surrounding jurisdictions causing the
Building Division to recommend adopting the 2012 IRC.

When Denver and other jurisdictions adopted codes, most of them deleted the fire
sprinkler requirements; this caused a decline in plumbing contractors willing to install
multi-purpose fire sprinklers due to increased insurance requirements. Currently these
systems are being designed by Fire Protection Engineers (FPE) and are mostly being
designed as a stand-alone system. This design has increased the cost of installation from an
originally estimated 1.5%, to 3% of the total cost of building a home.

Recognizing that fire sprinkler systems have proven to protect occupants and personal
property from catastrophic losses, costs should not be considered in determining the need
for fire sprinklers regardless of the type of system provided. However, because of other
factors; such as lack of plumbing contractors available to design or install systems and with
the majority of surrounding jurisdictions deleting sprinkler requirements, it may be
necessary to reconsider requiring fire sprinklers.
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